WATCH ON
THE WEALD

Newsletter of the Weald of Kent Protection Society www.wkps.org.uk

info@wkps.org.uk

Autumn 2017 No: 158

ASHFORD PARISH
COUNCILS’ LAMENT:
HOW WILL DAMIAN GREEN RESPOND?
not unaware of his deep concern for Kent,
and his likely sympathy with the Parish
Councils. He, like them, will fully appreciate
the distressing consequences of insufficient
housing, put forward to justify the damage
done, but they will hope for him to stand
up and be counted in defence of the Kent
countryside now.
The Parish Councils’ bombshell has resulted
from the government’s belated invitation
for comments on revision of the current
National Planning Policy Framework.
The NPPF was dubbed as a ‘charter for
developers’ when it was introduced in
2012, with its facile enthusiasm for an
undefined ‘growth’, and its clear emphasis
on the priority to be given to ‘development’
over and above other planning aims. Like
other environmental bodies, WKPS fiercely
objected to it at the time.
Forty-one Parish Councils in the Ashford
Borough have issued a devastating
criticism
of
governments’
recent
Planning policy, aspects of which have
had ruinous impact upon countryside
and the quality of rural life.
Ashford’s MP is Damian Green, the
genuinely respected de facto deputy
prime minister under Mrs May. WKPS is

Since that date, and the protests,
government has given some weight to
‘sustainability’ (although, alas, not easily
defined) as an important criterion when
judging new development applications,
but, despite this, countryside and habitat
losses, within AONB and Green Belt as well
as outside, have gone ahead steadily, with
consequences of increasing severity.

Perhaps most cruel of all have been
the comparatively recent government
insistence on the identification of a
5-year housing land supply by each Local
Planning Policy, and ministers’ Appeal
decisions giving support for housing
developments on inappropriate, sometimes
‘unsustainable’ sites, if that 5-year supply
cannot be demonstrated.
Those caring for environment are the more
angered, as well as grieved, by some
developers stockpiling land where planning
permission has in fact been given, and
even slowing down an agreed building
programme at less profitable times. WKPS
has no doubt that government been far too
kind to the builders, while the builders have
put up too few affordable houses.
In general, WKPS has little quarrel with
Local Planning Authorities, although they
regret Ashford BC’s inability to demonstrate
the 5-year land supply, and, more strongly,
Maidstone BC’s long term Planning record.
We have sympathy with Tunbridge Wells
BC, so much of whose superb countryside
is AONB or Green Belt, yet facing almost
intolerable demands to damage it further.
We can only hope that our vigorous Parish
Councils’ joint response will have some
impact upon Westminster and Whitehall.
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WKPS AND
THE HOUSING
ISSUE
The Planning process is a mystery to many people,
including the role of WKPS in respect of the volume
of current and forthcoming applications, many of
them large-scale.
Of course we are deeply concerned. We recognise
the national need for new housing, and the local
authorities’ position.
Within the Weald, some
villages need to expand, but that is nothing in
comparison with the present and projected scale
of development. Environmental damage, including
loss of countryside and historic character, is our first
concern, but additionally there are serious doubts
about the capacity of the local infrastructure roads, schools, health facilities etc, to accommodate
all the building.
Unfortunately neither the public nor even the local
authorities have much say in this, as the directive
to build ‘objectively assessed numbers’ of new
dwellings comes direct from Government, and has
to be incorporated in local plans, e.g. over 16,000
in Ashford Borough by 2030. The WKPS Planning
Committee has been busy recently responding to
the proposals for specific building sites proposed
in the draft Local Plan for Ashford Borough , and
has also commented on the initial inquiry from
Tunbridge Wells on the advisability of placing
further development in villages or concentrating at
least the bulk of development in one new location in
their next Local Plan, from 2026. We have rejected
proposals to build on the High Weald AONB around
Wittersham and Goudhurst as we need to draw an
absolute line when it comes to invading greenfield
sites in these locations. We have also objected to
much of the ceaseless incremental development in
poor Hawkhurst, crippled by the traffic congestion
built up there.
Local Planning Authorities’ inability to demonstrate
a five-year supply of deliverable housing sites has
already made them vulnerable to wholesale invasion
by large developers in Sissinghurst, Smarden,
Tenterden and Headcorn, while currently largescale developments are proposed in Charing and
Biddenden. Our only recourse in such cases is to
emphasise such drawbacks as they may have in
relation to the landscape, infrastructure, parking,
conservation areas, school capacity and so on.
As building starts on these projects, we need to
keep an eye on the effectiveness of the designs,
and we work hand in hand with local parish
councils and others to maintain some character
and quality to new developments. At least, for the
sake of newcomers to the housing market, 35% of
the housing is deemed to be affordable, i.e. partowned or rented , to accommodate people on the
local housing waiting lists. We keep up the demand
for smaller properties rather than the larger 4/5
bedroom homes that the developers prefer, as a
clear message is received from our villages for more
start-up housing, or housing suitable for retirees and
single households.
This should give our readers some idea of the task
we face at present, and any of you who wish to
contribute to our work would be more than welcome
to act as village representatives or planning
scrutineers on our Committee, as we constantly
need volunteers to fill these posts.
Rosemary Taylor
WKPS Planning Committee
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TENTERDEN:

RECOLLECTIONS, REFLECTIONS
AND PROSPECTS
When my sister and I were growing up in Bearsted near Maidstone in the
1960s, mother would often bundle us into the back of her Ford Anglia and
drive down to Tenterden. It wasn’t that Bearsted and Maidstone were short of
good shops : she liked the drive and the shops in Tenterden but most of all she
simply loved Tenterden the place.

HAWKHURST’S
UNFAIR TREATMENT
WKPS often expresses critical views
on excessive or inappropriate housing
schemes, but rarely do we get such a
complete picture of the impacts on one
village as in the recent Hawkhurst figures
supplied by the Parish Council. WKPS is
appalled by the explosion of development
revealed, although we know it has occurred
elsewhere throughout the country. The
house-building-led free for all, a panic
response by government to the real and
urgent need for new homes, is creating deep
resentment by inhabitants of the most hard
hit villages and towns: not least, when their
quality of life is further worsened by lack
of forward planning in any other sphere.
Where are the extra school places, traffic
controls, wider roads, more doctors? Are
people just supposed to put up and shut up?
In the last four years in Hawkhurst alone
there have been 198 houses built or being
built on a variety of sites, 62 of them on
the Highgate Hill site refused by TWBC
but granted on appeal by the government
inspector. This figure does not include the
48 flats in the Bowles Lodge Extra Care
Building (Rye Road) or the 90 beds in the
Care Home on the former Babies Castle site
(Cranbrook Road). Planning permission for
a further 31 houses has been applied for. An
outline application for a further 50 houses in
Horns Road has been submitted. Developers
are already ‘consulting’ on a further four
sites to build another 430 houses. This out of
control bandwagon must not be allowed to
continue without parallel plans being put in
place to cope with the corresponding rise in
the population of the village and its needs.
How many more people and cars come
with this many houses is hard to evaluate
but the numbers are impacting greatly on
a village with limited services, particularly
on the doctors’ surgeries and the primary
school. There is no secondary school,
so pupils will have to drive or be bussed
considerable distances.
The centre of Hawkhurst, a now notorious
crossroads governed by traffic lights, is
often so congested that drivers resort to
‘short cuts’ along the back roads and
narrow lanes, many of them single track
and none designed for rush-hour traffic.
With their verges being damaged, they
are increasingly dangerous not only for
motorists but for walkers, dog owners,
riders and cyclists. Vehicles queuing on
all roads leading to the traffic lights at
the crossroads are a significant pollution
hazard, especially as heavy lorries use
this route. A journey from Cranbrook to
The Moor (five miles and should take 15

minutes) can take over an hour if traffic
is queued back from the traffic lights
to Hawkhurst Castle, as is frequent.
Congestion is now so serious that local
people and staff in local businesses on
the outskirts of the village avoid going into
the village centre, affecting shops and
supermarkets, exacerbated by the severely
limited car parking provision.
The impact on the life of the village, on
potential visitors, local businesses and
through traffic is becoming unbearable.
Hawkhurst is becoming a village to avoid
and any further development will only
make matters worse.
Hawkhurst’s Neighbourhood Plan will
hopefully be adopted shortly and then
go to referendum in the village. The Parish
Council is acutely aware of the over intense
development of its village and the Plan
contains a policy which states that small
scale developments of 1-5 infills within easy
walking distance will normally be supported,
but large scale developments of 10+ would
have to demonstrate very exceptional
circumstances to receive support.
Why has the eminently sensible Hawkhurst
Parish Council not been listened to?
Why are the wishes of villages such as
Hawkhurst and Sissinghurst, to name
but a couple, being ignored? They are
not NIMBYs; the solutions they suggest
are sustainable and cater for people’s
needs, not least as regards the size of
houses. Where is the new garden city
of 15,000 homes at Ebbsfleet, proposed
by George Osborne in 2014 with £300m
of infrastructure support? Apparently
developers and housebuilders have found
it ‘unattractive’ and not been told by the
Government to get on with it: obviously it’s
easier to build in Hawkhurst, but, like many
other villages, Hawkhurst simply cannot
sustain any further development.

Whichever road she chose to approach Tenterden, we would be greeted by the
sight of the tower of St Mildred’s passing on our way through St Michael’s – an
integral part of the Tenterden community, and entering the tree-lined High Street.
She would be pleased to know that she can still park outside the Town Hall or
Webb’s or The White Lion but she might be sad that many familiar names have
not stood the test of time or modern tastes and preference.
A few years ago, I walked up and down the High Street and its byways and St
Michael’s and counted over ninety businesses of every kind. Some have gone
and the arrival of two supermarkets has changed the shopping landscape, there
are many more places to drop into for coffee or a drink. The two auction houses
are no longer nor the greengrocers or Swaines and Weeks the outfitters but the
High Street still teems with people, and well over two thousand children come in
to the four schools now amalgamated under one educational Trust. Market day
on Friday is always busy from early morning.
You may groan about pollution and traffic, especially as the afternoon gets
under way. You will share concerns about the provision and affordability
of housing for the young to rent or buy and whether the Doctors’ surgery
can cope, and so you should. You will also want to know precisely what the
final outcome will be of plans for the Recreation Ground, to be preserved
at all costs, and the Leisure Centre and the impact of latest plans for further
development and housing on the outer edges of Tenterden. If so, then keep
yourself informed and stay in touch with your local Town Councillor and your
neighbours. There is a fine line sometimes between an opportunity and a threat.
However, I remain very positive about Tenterden. I do not think that the essential
spirit and atmosphere of both our community and ‘the High Street’ itself has
changed for the worse over the years I have lived in or close to the town, nor that
the extraordinary impact of the digital age on has diminished our way of life.
On the contrary, my sense is that our community of Tenterden and St Michael’s
is resilient and has responded positively to the pressures for change. We are
grateful too for active and well-supported organisations such as the Tenterden
and District Residents Association.
Tenterden is proud of its Cinque Ports lineage. It owes a huge debt of gratitude
to so many who give freely of their time on the Town Council and the numerous
societies and charitable organisations who serve the needs of the community
through the Day Centre (Age Concern), school governing bodies, The Lions, The
Royal British Legion and many other local charities. I do not forget either the
several congregations of ‘Churches Together’ in Tenterden and St Michael’s and
Smallhythe.
For me, there remain two priorities. ‘At all costs’, the essence of the High Street,
its trees and green spaces must be protected, and the younger generation must
have every opportunity to be able to live and work in or commute from the town.
That last priority imposes a large obligation on the rest of us.
Of one thing, however, I am certain, that my mother would still be very glad to be
visiting Tenterden in 2017.

Tim Monckton

Minnie Garnier
WKPS Scrutineer, Hawkhurst
POSTSCRIPT. - Happily, Kent County Council has
very recently issued a Position Statement, saying
that additional traffic from new development
in Hawkhurst would cause ‘congestion and
inconvenience to local residents’ and adversely
affect ‘the strategic transport planning of the area
generally’. This would be ‘contrary to paragraph
32 of the National Planning Policy Framework,
which indicates that such development
applications should be refused. Consequently
the KCC will not recommend approval for
any Hawkhurst development application ‘that
generates additional trips through the junction’
in the absence of ‘a scheme that mitigates their
specific aspect’. Congratulations, KCC!

IRON-MAKING
IN THE KENT
WEALD

St. Mildred’s Church, Tenterden

An iron cannon made at Cowden Furnace in the mid-16th
century; it was rejected because it was a faulty casting.

The Vale of Kent was one of the earliest areas in south-east
England to be exploited for its clay ironstone and its woodfuel resources. Fieldwork has revealed the sites of several
pre-Roman smelting furnaces, called bloomeries. Finds of
slag waste are all that remain where these sites existed, but
many probably remain undiscovered. In the Roman period
activity moved to the High Weald where the ore was more
plentiful, and the region grew to national importance. The
roads built then from the Hastings area north to Rochester
and east to Canterbury passed sites near Cranbrook and
Smarden where production was significant. Much of the
output may have been directed towards London forges but
some, from places like the Roman settlement at Westhawk
Farm, south of Ashford, supplied a local need.
Our knowledge of production in the Saxon period is very
limited though archaeology in advance of the Channel
Tunnel rail link led to the discovery of ironworking between
the 9th and 12th centuries at Mersham. Nearby on the downs
earlier Saxon ironworking had taken place at Lyminge.
In the 13th and 14th centuries the estates of Boxley Abbey,
near Maidstone, which extended into the Weald and which
may have included a forge at Chingley near Lamberhurst,
drew income from ironworking, and accounts of a bloomery
at Tudeley record production in the years either side of the
Black Death. Iron produced on the Wealden estates of the
Archbishop of Canterbury was purchased by the Crown for
various royal building projects, including Leeds Castle.
Major expansion of the iron industry in the Weald began
in the late-15th century with the introduction of the blast
furnace from northern France and the production of cast
iron, and of forges to convert it into wrought iron, all of
this in significantly greater quantities than the primitive
bloomeries had been capable. Early development was in
Sussex and the first Kent furnaces and forges appeared in
the 1550s. Water power was the defining feature of these
works and their remains, comprising dams to form ponds,
channels for water-wheels and often prodigious quantities
of glassy slag, survive in the landscape. The furnace pond
at Horsmonden, where the Browne family’s 17th century
gun foundry was located, the Furnace Mill at Lamberhurst,
where the railings that encompassed the new St Paul’s
Cathedral were cast in the 1710s, and the evocatively
named Biddenden Hammer Mill are just such sites.

Jeremy Hodgkinson
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SUMMER LUNCH

WEALDEN
LITERARY
FESTIVAL
WKPS had a stand at the up and
coming Wealden Literary Festival
over the weekend 15th-16th July. This
was the second year of the Festival,
which takes many colours. At heart,
it is a chance to unearth some of
the magic of the natural world and
celebrate our relationship with place
through literature, arts/crafts and
food as well as practical courses,
activities and workshops.

WKPS had a very successful Summer Lunch in July. The
lunch was held at the stunning London Beach Hotel in
Tenterden and was attended by about 50 members and
friends. Not only did everyone have a lovely meal and
social gathering, but the icing on the cake was raising
£582.75 for WKPS’s charity work.

The festival provides an opportunity
to pause and explore the living world
around us; a moment’s respite from
the hustle and bustle of modern living.
In the enchanting Wealden setting of Boldshaves Garden,
Woodchurch, surrounded by fields and woodlands, the festival
brings together renowned authors, poets, artists and makers who
look first and foremost to nature, wilderness and the spirit of place
for inspiration.
To find out more www.wealdenliteraryfestival.co.uk/

The next lunch will be on Thursday 8th February at
London Beach Hotel, Tenterden. To book your tickets
call 01580 861246 or email
secretary@wkps.org.uk.
www.facebook.com
/Weald-of-Kent-Protection-Society-137444939631211/

www.wkps.org.uk

WKPS ARE RECRUITING
TREASURER / MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
2/3 hours a week
Annual Honorarium £1,200

WKPS are working hard to make sure that any
further development of the Weald is
sympathetic. We must prevent developers
running riot over this precious countryside and
save the landscape and historic character of
the Weald for future generations.

Our voluntary dedicated team of planning scrutineers examine planning applications
received by three local planning authorities, Ashford, Maidstone and Tunbridge Wells.
WKPS does not oppose most planning applications, but we do oppose, positiviely
support or suggest modiﬁcations to, a signiﬁcant minority of them.

YOU NEED US ….. WE NEED YOU!!!!
We would welcome new active members to help on planning events, producing
newsletters, keeping villages informed (village representatives) and planning
scrutineers; training and guidance will be given by fellow committee members.
JOIN now ….£15 single/£20 Joint annual membership, or there are Life Membership options.
Membership form is on www.wkps.org.uk or just email secretary@wkps.org.uk or call 07919 871543 and
we will send a membership form out to you.

4

You can also pick up a membership form at the entrance to the Wealden Fair.

