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COMPETITION - Verging on Glorious
Road verges can be wonderful
roadside mini meadows and a
crucial habitat for wildflowers and
the wealth of wildlife they support.

Countrywide, over 700 species and
nearly 45% of our total flora are
found on our road verges.
Considering we have lost 97% of
our wildflower meadows since the
1930’s, these crucial habitats need
to be properly managed. Thanks to
organisations such as Kent Wildlife

Trust and Plantlife we are really
starting to see an increase in
awareness of the importance and
potential of road verge habitats.

If you have an attractive road verge
outside your house, or anywhere
else in your Parish, we will be
asking you to let us know with an
indicative map and road name.
These verges will then be judged
with Platinum, Gold and Silver
Awards, together with “highly
commended”.

At the same time we will
be pressing Local
Authorities to manage
their verge cutting to
respect the environment
they support and we
need you to encourage
your neighbours and
local contractors to do
the same.
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WKPS’s new
initiative to
protect and
enhance our
road verges
We will be commissioning sign
boards to draw attention to this
initiative and full details will follow
shortly. To be sure that you are
included
please
notify
Secretary@wkps.org.uk of your
interest and please encourage
your Parish Council to take part. In
addition to individual awards there
will be awards to Parishes as well.

This is a WKPS initiative in relation
to which we will receive support
and assistance from Kent Wildlife
Trust.

The Chairman’s Thoughts

The WKPS Council and Management Committee administer the governance of the Society and drive
future strategy and promotion. We live in a rapidly changing world and social media has changed the
emphasis of community involvement. The engine room of WKPS is the Planning Committee which
focuses on delivering realistic observations and representations to local planning authorities on the
endless stream of planning applications that comes before them. This has been a hugely depressing
and wearing task in recent years with the National Planning Policy Framework and Government Policy
on housing numbers driving a coach and horses through the perceived planning wisdom of recent
decades. Protective designations no longer have teeth so that we see the faces of Hawkhurst,
Tenterden, Cranbrook and the railway villages of Headcorn, Staplehurst and Marden being
fundamentally changed by inappropriate development and a disastrous lack of infrastructure.
Part of the problem has been that local authorities have been slow to update their Local Plans, letting
developers in by the backdoor of the NPPF. However, as the Local Plans fall into place, we still await
an Environment Act to tie together mitigation and restoration of onsite damage with biodiversity
offsetting in a Nature Recovery Network. I fear that ambitious legislation will be diluted by weak politics.
This is despite the fact that the majority in the population appears to recognise that we urgently need
legally binding targets to slow down climate change and species loss.

In WKPS we are asking ourselves if we should change the emphasis of what WKPS seeks to do. The
world of planning and planning law is a highly complex place and it is certainly not realistic for our
membership to continue to try to monitor and comment on the detail of everything which comes before
them. We certainly need to try to participate in evolving policy and we need to influence the shape of
the larger schemes that can destroy character of a village or town.
Do we favour incremental development gradually expanding our towns and villages served by
infrastructure from a bygone age? Alternatively, would it actually be better to allow sensitively sited
new settlements with infrastructure and sustainability at an appropriate scale? The trouble is that there
will always be losers.
The Society’s job is to look at the Weald in the round, focusing on its built and landscape heritage and
celebrating the shape of its countryside, towns and villages. To do that effectively we need our existing
members to encourage new subscribers to the Society. If each of you could enrol one new member
our capacity would be transformed.

“What a Wonderful Weald” is our slogan. This year you will see more events based on the culture and
character of the Weald and you will see how the scope is widening for our excellent publication “Watch
on the Weald”.

We are at the start of a new era and decade. We are poised to see change beyond the experience of
most of us. Some will sit back and watch in grim fascination. Others will get involved. We hope you
will decide to get involved.
Michael Bax
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Maidstone Borough Council's Call for Sites

Our boundary is south of the Greensand Way and
includes Staplehurst, Headcorn and the extensive
ancient Landscape of Local Value (T Wells BC is 30%
and Ashford BC 50%). Out of MBC's total submissions
of 60,000 houses, approximately 10,000 houses are
inside the WKPS area. In addition our area would be
affected by three potential major adjacent developments
– 5,000 houses at Lenham, 3,000 more houses on the
A274 north of Sutton Valence and 4,000 houses at
Marden (all numbers approximate).

On November 4th 2019 Maidstone Borough Council
published its Call for Sites. This has created a bit of a
media uproar. What is going on? How does it affect
WKPS?

The Call for Sites is the first step in the regular process
of establishing an Authority's housing plans for the first
5-year period in its next Local Plan. MBC's current
approved Local Plan is from 2017 to 2022. This new Call
for Sites is for the plan period 2022 to 2027.

WKPS Planning Committee will be making
representations at each stage of the Local Plan process.
We will press for MBC to push back against the 40%
increase, for protection of the medieval Weald
landscape of dispersed developments and for
continuation of MBC's current housing policy i.e. mostly
in Maidstone, some in their five train-station villages
(Staplehurst and Headcorn), some in five designated
Larger Villages (Sutton Valence) and fewer in smaller
villages and in windfall sites. In addition we shall press
for adequate gypsy/traveller accommodation and for
environmental protection, especially open spaces.

The uproar is two-fold. First, the housing target handed
down to MBC by the government has been increased
by exactly 40% from 883 houses a year currently to
1,236 from 2022. Secondly, the Call for Sites resulted in
334 sites being put forward by landowners and
developers. These sites can accommodate about
60,000 houses, far in excess of the need. This means
MBC must prioritise the sites. Naturally this is causing
representations from all over the MBC area.

WKPS is affected. The WKPS area is about 20% MBC.

The 10,000 includes two greenfield sites near Staplehurst that qualify as Garden Villages, more extensions to
Staplehurst and to Headcorn and some other smaller sites.

The consultation period is 2019/20 This is followed by the Inspector’s review in 2021 and Adoption in 2022. During
this process WKPS will also be following the progress and introduction of the new Agriculture Bill and a reintroduced
Environment Bill and the potential impact on planning decisions.
There is a long way to go.

David Northcroft
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TWBC Draft Local Plan Reg 18.

Printed below is the response made by WKPS to the DLP consultation:
Housing: Delivery of Housing Numbers
Comment on Para. 4.7 of the DLP:

This Draft Local Plan proposes a total of 2,000 houses within the High Weald AONB and many more adjoining
the boundaries of the AONB. The preference is for development to be located outside the AONB, but the allocated sites adjoining the AONB will have a considerable impact on the setting.

The objectively assessed housing need for the borough is confirmed as 13,560 dwellings (678 per year) using
the standard methodology as required by the NPPF.

This calculation calls for unprecedented levels of potential development across the borough, and the draft local
plan proposes a large number of housing within the AONB.

Statistics from TWBC Development Constraints Study:

70% of the borough is within the High Weald AONB.
45 Historic Parks and Gardens
25 Conservation Areas
11 Scheduled Ancient Monuments
16% of the borough is Ancient Woodland
10 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)
5 Local Nature Reserves (including one Community Woodland)
1 Regionally Important Geological Site, at Scotney Castle Quarry.

These statistics show considerable constraints for development in the borough, yet despite this acknowledgement in the Constraints Study and despite the NPPF, large development sites are proposed within and adjacent
to the AONB.

The NPPF clearly states that new developments should be limited and small scale. Major development should
only be allowed under exceptional circumstances. The allocations constitute major development which by definition will have a significant adverse impact to the character components of the landscape. The indicators are
that the numbers cannot and should not be achieved.

TWBC has a statutory duty to ‘have regard to the purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty’ of
the High Weald AONB. The Draft Local Plan fails this custodial duty because of the many proposals for developments which can have nothing other than an adverse impact on the AONB.

WKPS urges TWBC to meet its statutory duty and seek a reduction in housing numbers to reflect local housing
need, rather than the standard methodology for housing targets.
Policy STR 1 The Development Strategy:

Development will be provided across the borough on the following basis:

8 paragraphs containing specifics about where development is to be delivered.

Para. 6 (page 43 of the PDF) ‘Development at the other settlements across the borough within their respective
limits to built development boundaries and through delivery of allocations as per Table 3 below, and other suitable
windfall developments.’
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TWBC Draft Local Plan Reg 18. continued..
Other suitable windfall developments’ is not defined anywhere in the Local Plan. As written, any piece of land
anywhere could be regarded as a suitable windfall development site.
We request a definition of the term ‘other suitable windfall developments’ within the Local Plan.
Policy STR 1 The Development Strategy:

Para 8 (page 43 of the PDF): ‘Where major development is provided for at specific identified sites in the AONB,
this is only where the tests set out in the NPPF are met.’

This is a broad-sweeping presumptive statement. The tests to meet the NPPF have not and cannot be met
because major development is not permitted in the AONB.
Policy EN 10 Outdoor Lighting - WKPS supports this policy.
Policy EN 11 Net Gains for Nature: biodiversity:

Mitigation is no substitute for the landscape characteristics that have evolved over hundreds of years. Carbon
capture within the soil is a key issue and no amount of mitigation can compensate for the disturbance of nature.
There is a necessity to protect greenfield sites, trees, etc., to preserve carbon capture and reduce the effect on
climate change.

WKPS expects that greenfield sites will only be developed as a last resort. We note, and object to, the inclusion
of a great many, and large areas of greenfield and agricultural land in allocations for housing development.
Habitats should be retained and restored, not uprooted.
Policy EN 12 Protection of Designated Sites and Habitats:

Greater protection is required of these environments. We believe that the DLP does not go far enough in its
duty. There can be no reason to cause harm to such designations. The policy should state that there is a
presumption in favour of the retention of designated sites and habitats.
Policy EN 14 Trees, Woodlands, Hedges, and Development - WKPS supports this policy.
Policy EN 15 Ancient Woodland and Veteran Trees - WKPS supports this policy.

Policy EN 20 Rural Landscape - WKPS supports this policy. However, this policy is contradicted by Policy EN
21, see below.

Policy EN 21 High Weald AONB

This policy should relate to the whole AONB, not just sites that have not been allocated. As it is written, the
policy does not comply with the NPPF. It also contradicts the Landscape Policy for Rural Areas of the borough
and the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) under Policy EN 20 Rural Landscape.

TWBC must carry out its statutory duty in the protection of the AONB and we strongly propose that the words
‘on sites not allocated in the Local Plan’ in the second paragraph of Policy EN 21 are DELETED. This will serve
to protect land within the whole AONB and the policy will comply with the NPPF.
Peta Grant
Planning Secretary
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Where do You Stand on Drones?

Are you among the two-thirds (or more) of the public
who are concerned about the potential of drones for
criminal purposes? (In Yorkshire alone, drones
were used in crime 146 times in one year, according
to the Yorkshire Evening Post of 5 January). Might
you, like 76% of the public (according to the Royal
Aeronautical Society) be concerned about being
spied on at home? Or do you focus on drones’
undoubted value to emergency services, or their fun
as a hobby? Or again, do you fasten on their
commercial possibilities?

A study claims that, by 2030 there could be 76,000
drones operating in the UK’s skies, with a £42 billion
increase in UK’s GDP. One company that is
notoriously keen on drones is, of course, Amazon, who want to use them for parcel delivery, and expect to do so
within 5 years.

These issues have been examined at length by the House of Commons’ Science and Technology Select Committee.
In March 2019 they started "an inquiry to look at the ethical and safety implication of the growing use of drones, of
all sizes, across the UK". They received over 180 pieces of written submissions from a variety of sources, heard a
number of witnesses, and published a report in October 2019, which runs to over 60 pages.

One comment from the Committee is quite revealing:
“...we also heard that much of the action that the Government has so far taken to ensure the safe and successful
integration of drones into the airspace was reactive, such as the fitting of electronic safety features and registration.
When we asked the then Minister [Baroness Vere of Norbiton] if there was a central, coordinating strategy for the
vision of drones in society, she explained “we have a vision and it is very clear what the Government’s vision is.”
However, when asked “Is it stated anywhere?” she responded, “Not as such.”

The Committee’s report recommends various things the Government should do, including:
- making an assessment of how the growing drone industry might contribute to the UK’s economy
- making an assessment of the risks which drones pose to commercial aircraft
- considering geo-fencing round prisons
- introducing the Drones Bill (which will address malign and criminal drone use)
- clarifying the law about cameras in drones capturing private information
- considering the technology required to make drones both safe and electronically identifiable
- launching a public awareness campaign
- producing a White Paper outlining the Government’s vision for drones.

Most of these should be done in 2020.

So quite a lot should happen quite soon!

Hawkhurst Golf & Squash Club

David Carlisle

The golf course has been in operation for over 50 years and is set in 50 acres of beautiful Kent countryside.
There are two squash courts with a thriving membership. The clubhouse is home to many activities and meetings
including: Art, Yoga, Pilates, Bridge, Jazz appreciation, local history, classical music and Hawkhurst U3A.

The latest planning proposal for 450 houses with a slip road will destroy all this for present and future generations.

Chris Nichol. Member of Hawhurst seniors golf.

Editors Note: In our last edition we incorrectly referred to the “former golf course”: our thanks to Chris for the
above information.
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Wealden Hall Houses

The Weald of Kent is home to the vast majority of
Wealden Hall Houses built in England. Some 4000 of
these amazing timber-framed buildings are standing
after more than 500 years. This is a story of Kent
becoming the wealthiest county in England during the
C15, a unique combination of topography, technology
and social custom, and the building of bigger and
better family houses, especially in the Weald.

two (extra space) or with decoration. Initially the
exterior wall panels of the new houses were large
panel framing. Over time close studding became
fashionable,

All these Hall Houses had a structure of rectangular
oak bays with a central full-height open hall and
hipped roofs, the commonest being the 4-bay - see
illustration. The maximum size of the bays depended
on the availability of local oak trees, but generally the
timber provided bays of 20ft by 13ft. A key
requirement was the huge curved crossbeam that
over-flew the hall and supported the roof through the
crownpost. Also vital were the curved braces. Most of
the timber needed for these buildings was sourced
from mature oaks.

In the 11th, 12th and 13th centuries many Kent
families lived in relatively simple aisled hall houses,
resembling barns, with low outer walls and few
refinements. This was common-place in England, but
unlike the rest of England for many centuries
inheritance in Kent went not to the eldest son but to
all sons (Gravelkind). Instead of grand mansions and
their large estates (only a few in Kent), this practice
led to the division of estates. It lead to the formation
of clusters of houses and dispersed farmsteads. Land
was traded as well as goods and services. The
London markets and the continent were close.

The open-hearth fire for cooking and heating was in
the centre of the smoke-filled open hall until brick
chimney-stacks became affordable in C16. With
installation of the new stack halls could be floored
over at first-floor level to provide extra
accommodation upstairs.

The Weald was mainly wild oak forests but with good
water. Clearings were created - the dens and the
hursts. Knowledge of geometry became more
widespread. Posts could be aligned. Waterproof
plinths came in. Improved timber joints developed
from lap-joints to mortice-and-tenon and to the
complex joints needed for larger structures. Managed
close-planted oak plantations supplied straight beams
20ft by 6" by 6".
.
Then came the Black Death in 1348-1355. The prices
of commodities soared, including wool. The dispersed
owners and renters of land in Kent with about 75
acres or more became very wealthy from wool sales,
supported also by weaving and tanning. So by 1370
they started a big investment in larger timber-framed
family Hall Houses. These were primarily between the
valleys of the Medway and the Stour. This investment
in timber buildings lasted 150 years until commercial
brick took over from oak. Statistics are sketchy, but it
is thought that at its peak more than 30% of Kent's
population of 100,000 was living in at least 10,000 of
these new timber-framed Hall Houses.

The vast majority of these Hall houses were in the
Weald of Kent, and now 500 to 650 years later some
4,000 of these gorgeous buildings are still standing,
some clearly visible, others hidden by later fascias
and lean-tos or sub-divided, but still fit for a few more
centuries.

Headcorn Manor

References: Royal Commission on the Historical
Monuments of England, Anthony Quiney (2 books),
David Northcroft who over 50 years has lived in with
his family, and restored, four Hall Houses - in Bredgar
(Swale RDC), Frittenden (T Wells BC) and Sutton
Valence (two houses - Maidstone BC).

Just as today there was a range of Hall House
products. Top of the range was a symmetrical 4-bay
with both end bays jettied on three sides at first floor
level. You could save money by not jettying the back.
At the low-cost end was a two-bay with one end
jettied but with space to attach an extra bay or two as
funds permitted. In the mid-range was the three-bay.
For status you could personalise with a cross-wing or

David Northcroft
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Important Legislation Launched by New Government

AGRICULTURE BILL

This has been eagerly anticipated for many months and is expected to become an Act of Parliament without undue
delay. It is vital to the future shape of our rural environment.

The Government’s three broad aims are to develop a new Agricultural Subsidy System, to become less bureaucratic,
and to promote the important contribution of farmers to the environment and food.

The fundamental change will be the phasing out of direct subsidy payments during the period 2021 to 2027, and
replacing these with a system based on “public money for public goods”. Such payments will be delinked from any
requirement to farm and farmers will be paid for environmental management, alongside rewards for improved animal
welfare.
The Government will report every five years on food security with a focus on global availability and resilience of
supply. The protection of soil and improvement of soil quality is key alongside animal health.

The centrepiece of the Government’s new “public money for public goods” approach will be its Environmental Land
Management Scheme. Payments will be received for providing environmental benefits including cleaner air,
reductions in environmental hazards and pollution, thriving plants and wildlife, clean water, enhanced landscapes
and measures to minimise the affects of climate change.

ENVIRONMENT BILL

The UK has committed to becoming a net zero economy by 2050 and changes to the way we use our land will be
critical to delivery of this target. Farmers and Land Managers, as Stewards of the Land, will deliver actions to reduce
emissions and, to be affordable, such actions will need to provide new revenue opportunities for farmers, better air
quality and improved biodiversity, alongside more green spaces for us all to enjoy.

In the world of planning the concept of biodiversity net gain is to be established, requiring developers who want to
build houses to leave biodiversity in a better state than they found it. They must quantify their anticipated impact on
plants, animals and habitats as part of their planning application, subsequently funding a long-term plan that can
deliver at least 10% more of the species and habitats that they are going to negatively affect. Preferably this will be
on site via a Mitigation Hierarchy which will require developers to avoid impacts where possible, minimise those they
cannot avoid, and then restore as much of the said damage as possible within the footprint of the development.
Beyond that, they must identify what is required elsewhere through biodiversity offsetting. This will be a huge test of
interpretation and cooperation between ecological consultants, local government and statutory bodies.

A key question for us in the Weald of Kent is whether we have enough space to do this. There may well be if the right
land is set aside for nature long-term and to that end, biodiversity net gain will have to become a funding stream to
create a Nature Recovery Network.

If housebuilders are mandated on this basis, there could be exciting opportunities, but one disappointment is that
proposals to date exempt nationally significant infrastructure projects. It is worth noting the inadequate mitigation
plans for HS2 with its route that goes through 108 Ancient Woodlands, 33 SSSI’s and 693 Local Wildlife Sites. We
can only hope that potential projects like the Lower Thames Crossing near Gravesend deliver biodiversity net gain
voluntarily.

Gain is not a standalone solution to the biodiversity crisis but it could be a serious contributor to minimising further
damage while society and politicians catch up with the magnitude of habitat restoration that is required to tackle the
interlinked climate and nature crises.

•

To restore nature at scale society needs to Protect, Restore and Fund. Biodiversity net gain can play a
part at all three levels and ought to work for wildlife.

Michael Bax
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Safeguarding our Environment while
Building our Future

The impact of air pollution is associated with a number
of adverse health consequences and it particularly
affects some the most vulnerable in our society;
especially children and older people. In 2010 the
calculation of premature mortality or the number of years
of life lost in Ashford Borough through air pollution was
estimated by Public Health England as 539. Ashford is
the largest borough in Kent, with a fast-growing
population and identified as a Growth Area. That is why
Ashford Borough Council is proactive in taking
measures to ensure this issue is at the forefront of many
of the decisions we make. Air quality in the borough is
assessed as good and in a climate friendly evaluation
by “Friends of the Earth” Ashford was joint 1st in Kent
with Tunbridge Wells and joint 14th nationally.

Also, all new properties built require electric vehicle
charging points. The strategy also pays particular
attention to behavioural change away from
unsustainable modes of transport where that is an
option.

Last year we announced that our top priority is to
become a Carbon Neutral Borough by 2030 and have
80% achievement by 2025. This is a considerable task
but one we are determined to meet. This spring we will
launch our Carbon Neutral Strategy with the aim of
ensuring the residents in our borough can prosper in
partnership with our planet. It will encompass the whole
borough and we wish to work with all residents both rural
and urban. We are surveying our own land holdings as
well as working with local landowners to plant thousands
of trees. To promote awareness and gain early support
we are making a small start by offering 10 trees to every
parish council at the start of 2020. Additionally, we are
encouraging renewable energy, promoting more
integrated public transport, and working with local
villages to reduce both speed and traffic congestion.

Air quality is protected across the borough in our Core
Strategy and we have adopted an Air Quality Strategy
to reduce emissions and maintain and improve air
quality. Alongside this our Air Quality Annual Status
Report has been produced every year since 2009.
However, we want to go further. To ensure we can fulfil
the strategy we require any development that might
cause harm to submit an Air Quality Assessment
detailing how they will mitigate any potential concerns.

Councillor William Howard, Chair of Ashford
Borough Council’s Climate Change Committee

Nature Notes

During recent weeks we have seen the first signs of spring with bulbs, buds and catkins all appearing as sure
as night follows day. We must fervently hope it will always be thus. One of the less obvious indicators of spring
comes from the website of the British Trust for Ornithology, which always reports the early movement of cuckoos
from their sub-Saharan wintering grounds as they begin their migration northwards to breed. That really is an
early indication that spring is coming!

It is interesting to read about proposals for massive tree planting
campaigns in the UK to contribute towards the vital goal of
reduction of carbon in the atmosphere. Tree planting is not as
easy as it sounds. The result can be low sapling survival rate,
climate related or otherwise. I recall planting hundreds of young
Oaks in the Low Weald in compliance with a Felling Licence
Condition and at significant cost. That was about 30 years ago
and today the number of surviving trees is less than 20. The
resultant litter of plastic tubes on the wood floor was horrendous
and would be a topical issue today. The most interesting feature
of this mini disaster is the fact that the failures resulted from naturally regenerating tree growth, overtaking the
plantings and eventually shading them out so that they failed through lack of light. A great feature of the Weald
of Kent is the propensity of open fields to naturally regenerate into secondary woodland, if it is not grazed or
otherwise maintained. Every year low intensity pastures sprout with dozens of tree volunteers. Reforestation of
the Weald would not be difficult if left to nature and that is at the heart of the rewilding movement.

Another point worth noting is that losses in new woodland plantings are very often as much as 40% due to grey
squirrel damage. Nothing’s simple!
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Great Crested Newts - are they safe in the Weald?

Kent Countryside Management Partnerships (CMPs)
are busy delivering habitat for Great Crested Newts
(GCN). Since April 2018 around 80 ponds have been
created or restored in Kent and planning for more is
taking place. About half of these have been in the
Ashford Borough. Natural England is heading a new
approach to GCN protection, which was tested by
Kent, Cheshire and the South Midlands, last year, and
is now being rolled out nationally. The CMPs are the
Habitat delivery body working on behalf of Natural
England.

Male Great
Crested Newt

This new approach is more proactive, focusing on the
creation of suitable amounts of new and optimal
habitat for the species, rather than the current focus
in the planning system on detailed survey, capture,
exclusion and mitigation works. CMPs are working
with landowners in strategic opportunity areas where
GCN exist and the Low Weald is a priority area.

avoid the need for survey, trapping and or
ranslocation. No pond has yet been destroyed. Kent
CMPs will maintain and survey any ponds that
they deliver.
Landowners enter into written
agreements for 25 years. Ponds can only be
provided by CMPs in GCN Strategic Opportunity
Areas (essentially where GCNs are currently found).

The scheme provides an opportunity to speed up the
planning process whilst delivering more habitat for
GCN and, therefore, strengthening their population in
Kent. Developers will have the choice of choosing the
traditional planning system or this new approach.

The four CMPs currently carrying out the work are
Kentish Stour, High Weald, Medway and North West
Kent. CMPs are undertaking this work due to their
knowledge of countryside management, local areas and
landowners. Kent did more on this scheme than the
other two pilots last year and is being used as an
example this year on the national roll out. Kent is
leading the way.

Many developers have already stated that they would
be prepared to pay into this new system. The amount
the developer has to pay will be determined by how
many ponds they have within or close to their
development. Developers have the option to remove
ponds within a development but it is likely that
developers will work around these ponds and thus

Jon Shelton
Manager of The Kentish Stour
Countryside Partnership

From left to right:
Jon Shelton (KSCP Manager),
Mike Hill (KCC Member),
Will Fraser (landowner),
Sarah Harrington-James
(KSCP Countryside Officer)
at Coldharbour Farm Egerton
where ponds were restored
and created
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Healthy birds, plus wildlife watching with science in mind
I have been a keen amateur naturalist for 50 years — yes that makes me a mature birder for sure. I have
spent hours watching wildlife and boring my husband, friends and colleagues with wildlife gardening,
looking after the environment and making sure we all do our own bit in our own space to look after the
fabulous wildlife that we have, especially here in this special corner of the SE in the Weald. Now I may need
to eat my own words — two weeks ago I discovered to my horror, a great tit on one of my garden feeders
with avian pox.

Now, this may not be anything to do with me or how I look after my birds and my bird feeders but it certainly
made we wake up to the importance of the cleanliness of the food and feeders that I provide for the wild
birds that I love. Of course, everything got cleaned and scrubbed as advised by the BTO (British Trust for
Ornithology) and others, but it was a salutary reminder to me about regular cleaning activity, not waiting
for an unwelcome reminder like a diseased bird to prompt action.

Looking after what wildlife we have in today’s high-pressure world is, in my opinion, all of our
responsibilities. I am a ﬁrm believer in that old adage that if you cannot measure it then you cannot manage
it. This has never been more true for our garden and local wildlife. I guess most of us are aware of the RSPB
garden birdwatch campaign which gives an annual snapshot of January garden birds and I am sure many
of us participate. Check the RSPB website for the dates of the next garden birdwatch.

However, there are a number of other simple and eﬀective ways we can contribute data. I am an active
member and ambassador for the BTO garden birdwatch survey. This survey is based on your garden or local
open space and asks that you complete a tick box list weekly about garden birds and wildlife. It means you
need to invest £17 to participate, but in my view, it is a small contribution to make. It produces excellent
illustrations of what is happening on your local patch and you can really see annual and more long-term
changes in your speciﬁc location, as well as providing more broad data if you are interested.

For example, with Robins,
the BTO ﬁnd that not all
gardens are equal – Robins
deﬁnitely prefer the country
life! The ancestral habitat of
the Robin is woodland,
especially woodland edge,
which helps explain this
preference.

I ﬁnd it fascinating and it
helps me feel I am making a
contribution
to
the
understanding of what is
happening to our birds and
other wildlife, without having to leave my home, as my days of miles of country rambles and research are
well and truly over!

Further information can be found on the BTO and RSPB websites: bto.org and rspb.org.uk and type in the
subject you’re interested in.
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Caroline Brent
Caroline.brent@brentconsultancy.com

The Woodland Trust

The Woodland Trust is the UK's leading woodland
conservation charity. We want to see a UK that is rich
in native woods and trees, for people and wildlife. We
aim to achieve this by restoring and improving
woodland biodiversity and increasing people's
understanding and enjoyment of woods and trees.
You may know us from our campaigns to protect
ancient woodland from damaging schemes such as
the dualling of the A21 back in 2015. Our role also
embraces estate management, planning policy,
outreach work with landowners and farmers,
volunteer schemes and citizen science.

ancient woodland is protected in practice. We review
site allocations for threats to ancient woodland, and
will object to individual planning applications and
infrastructure projects which could damage these
precious and irreplaceable habitats.

We are also keen to see that local planning policies
have robust protection for existing trees and maximise
the opportunity for trees in new developments. We
have produced guidance for planners and developers
on residential developments and trees, and for local
authority tree strategies. We comment on a range of
local policy consultations and recently responded to
the Tunbridge Wells local plan consultation and the
Transport for the South East strategy.

We own over 1200 sites across the UK covering
29,000 hectares and have around 500,000 members
and supporters. Our sites in the High Weald include
Brede High Woods near Battle, Hargate Forest near
Royal Tunbridge Wells, and Old Lodge Warren Wood
near Rotherfield. The Trust is recognised as a
national authority on woods and trees and a protector
of the benefits and values that they deliver for society.
As a conservation body, we have a particular interest
in protecting and restoring ancient woodland, as
precious habitats and as part of the wider landscape.
We are currently focusing on projects to restore the
lost woodlands of the South Downs and the Weald,
working with local landowners on increasing tree
cover and responding to the ravages of ash dieback.
We are keen to promote planting of native
broadleaved species, from UK sourced and grown
stock, to maximise the benefits to local nature and
landscape.

We are currently campaigning to save several ancient
woods in Kent from damage or destruction such as
Cole Wood in Gravesend which is threatened by the
Lower Thames crossing, Squirrels Wood in
Sittingbourne under threat from residential traveller
pitches and Hangman Down Shaw Wood that faces
loss from a development that will include circa 750
houses, a village centre, shops and schools.

Protecting and enhancing our native woodland is
central to the character of the High Weald and we are
always keen to hear from organisations such as the
Weald of Kent Protection Society about consultations
where a response from the Woodland Trust would be
appropriate.

For enquiries, to make a donation, or to become a
member please get in touch with us on 0330 333
3300.

The growing awareness of the climate and nature
emergencies has put tree planting at the top of the
political agenda. Trees
absorb CO2, provide shelter
and shade, and support
flood resilience. The Trust is
advising a number of local
authorities and landowners
on climate emergency tree
planting plans, with an
overall target to increase UK
woodland cover from its
current 13% of land area to
17% by 2050.
The Trust campaigned
successfully for enhanced
protection
for
ancient
woodland in the National
Planning Policy Framework:
an important part of our
policy is reflected in local
plans and to ensure that

Ashenbank ancient woodland in Cobham, Kent
Credit Edward Parker/Woodland Trust
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Colin Kinloch 1942 - 2020

Colin Kinloch was an early
member of WKPS and went on to
play a large part in its many
successes over some four
decades.
In addition to Colin’s natural
authority and gentle wisdom, two
particular WKPS roles stand out.

The first was as WKPS’s ‘Mr
Tenterden’.
Despite its great
importance within the larger
WKPS area of activity, Tenterden
always failed to attract many of the
numerous active green-minded
local resident members who ran
WKPS social and fund-raising
activities in the smaller villages, so
that Colin, perhaps a bit isolated in
the splendid ‘Belgar’ house off the
Appledore Road, had to bear the weight of most WKPS representations over a very long
period. His vigour and skill, including forging partnerships with bodies and individuals both in
the town and on the Ashford Borough Council, valuably protected Tenterden and is symbolised
by the town map presented by WKPS on the east side of High Street.

His second major role was the crucial one of chairing the WKPS Planning Committee over
the many years during which diligent local ’Scrutineers’ drafted for the Committee proposed
WKPS comments, commendations or objections to significant planning applications
throughout some thirty Wealden villages. Colin’s chairmanship was tactfully authoritative but
always gentle and sympathetic when handling both Scrutineers and Local Authority or Parish
officers, while his judgment was infallible as regards appropriate WKPS recommendations.

In addition, Colin was an active vice chairman of the Society when Jessamy Blanford was
chair. The Council meetings generally took place in Belgar where we enjoyed his and Mary’s
kindness and hospitality. His support, advice and the many chats and emails were both
encouraging and amusing.

With health problems, Colin retired from WKPS work in 2010 but continued to take an interest
in the Society.
He was a giant of the long WKPS history.

Peter Allen/Jessamy Blanford
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Inaugural Bridge Afternoon Tea

It was a cold and drizzly day when we turned up at the appointed hour at Benenden Village Hall to set up for a
Bridge Afternoon. Unfortunately the caretaker did not turn up as arranged so mild panic set in as devoted bridge
players started to turn up. Benenden was scoured by optimistic WKPS supporters trying to find a key to get in.
Village pub and shop visited. Luckily one of our intrepid members got hold of the Chair of the Parish Council
who kindly came and let us in some one hour late and 5
minutes before the event should have started. Thank
you to everyone who pitched in and set up so quickly to
get the games going. Sadly it took a while for the heating
to kick in.

Despite the disappointing start, the day was a great
success; the raffle and bridge tables raised over £850,
the cake stands were hired for £22 and this will go to the
Hospice in the Weald. The afternoon tea was amazing,
thanks to Carolyn Newton Dunn and thanks to all the
helpers that made it such a success: Rosemary Taylor,
Janet Rymer Jones, Jessamy Blanford, Jane Woodward,
Julia Baxter and Deirdre Thom.

Events for 2020

Tour of Boldshaves Garden
Wednesday 29th April - 2pm - £20 per person

Tour of Boldshaves Gardens www.boldshaves.com with Peregrine Massey, the owner of this
lovingly restored garden. Followed at 4pm by:
“A design approach for the 2020s” - talk by Marian Boswall
A leading landscape architect and horticulturalist with a reputation for creating beautiful places
often in historic places, Marian is known for her thoughtful and contextual design approach. She
works with the setting, the people and local materials to discover and develop the special and the
important in each landscape. Respect for the ecology, the history and the future inform her thinking
and the studio’s designs, which have won many awards and regularly feature in magazines. She
specialises in historic landscapes, and was lecturer in Historic Garden Conservation at Greenwich
University. She is historic gardens’ advisor to several important estates and gardens. A former
Director of the British Association of Landscape Industries and Landscape Institute committee
member, she is a trustee of the Blackthorn Trust biodynamic healing garden and co-founder of the
naissant Sustainable Landscape Trust.
Marian writes and lectures on sustainable design and has a Masters in Landscape Architecture
from Greenwich University and a Masters in Modern Languages from Oxford University. She was
awarded the Garden Columnist of the Year Award for her writing on wellness and sustainable design
in 2019 and is currently writing a book on harnessing the healing power of nature.
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Nightingale Evening at Moat Farm, Shadoxhurst
Wednesday 6th May, 6.30pm - £15 individual, £25 per couple

Drinks and nibbles accompanied by a fascinating talk by Michael Bax, Chairman of WKPS on
conservation. This is followed by a tour round the farm in vehicles or on foot to see some rare
plants and to listen to the nightingales sing. This annual event is very popular and has limited
places so please book early to avoid disappointment.

WKPS Annual General Meeting, Tenterden Town Hall
Tuesday 9th June, 7pm

Guest speaker Alex Preston, who lives in Sandhurst, is a prize-winning novelist and journalist
who writes for for The Guardian and The Telegraph. His last book, As Kingﬁshers Catch Fire, was
a best-selling reﬂection on birds in literature. His next novel, Winchelsea, is set in the Weald and
tells of the smugglers of the Hawkhurst Gang. Alex appears regularly on BBC radio and television.
ALL WELCOME.

Wealden Literary Festival, Boldshaves Garden, Woodchurch
Saturday 27th and Sunday 28th June

Wealden Literary Festival returns for its ﬁfth year
on 27th/28th June 2020. Taking place in the
beautiful grounds of Boldshaves Garden near
Tenterden in Kent, Wealden has established itself
as one of the UK’s most unique festivals. Crafted
for all ages, the programme of talks, debates,
creative workshops and outdoor activities looks to
celebrate the natural world and human creativity.
With previous speakers including Adam Nicolson,
Isabella Tree and Raynor Winn, the full programme
for 2020 (to be released in April) will feature a host of fascinating voices. In the words of Alex
Preston, author of As Kingﬁshers Catch Fire, “a visit to Wealden Literary Festival is an immersive,
educative and inspirational experience, something that will stay with you for a lifetime.”
www.wealdenliteraryfestival.co.uk

Tour of Woodchurch Wine
Thursday 9th July, 12 noon - £20 per person

specialists in ﬁne English sparking wine. On 6th March it
was announced that Woodchurch sparkling Rosé is Kent
wine of the year at the 2020 Taste of Kent Awards. The
tour of the vineyard is followed by a tasting of 4 of their
wines, followed by a sharing cheese and charcuterie plate.
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Bridge Afternoon Tea, Benenden Village Hall
Friday 25th September
2nd Bridge Afternoon Tea, Benenden Village Hall

Mushroom foraging at Beckley Woods
Wednesday 4th November, 10am - £35 per person

Come and enjoy the freedom and fresh air of many public
footpaths and woodlands and learn how to forage for edible wild
mushrooms! Paul Webbe will pass on his inﬁnite knowledge of
the mycelium world growing beneath your feet. You may only
gather just a few mushrooms (if you ﬁnd any!) and always leave
some to preserve nature. Followed at 1pm by a welcome drink
and 3 course lunch at the Fish Café, Rye.

Disclaimer

The views expressed in the articles reflect the author(s) opinions and are not necessarily the views of WKPS.
The published articles and all other content is published in good faith. Watch on the Weald cannot guarantee
and accepts no liability for loss or damage of any kind caused by any content. Content may not be, either
partially or in whole, reprinted or reproduced without written consent.

The Weald of Kent Protection Society
Registered Charity: 261992

President: Peregrine Massey
Chairman: Michael Bax

Society Secretary: Fay Merrick
secretary@wkps.org.uk
Tel: 01580861246 / 07919 871543
Planning Secretary: Peta Grant
planning@wkps.org.uk

Article submissions & letters please send to Society Secretary
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