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Planning Reforms 2020

WKPS fundamentally disagreed with the proposals contained in the White Paper: Planning for the Future and
Changes to the current planning system: Consultation on changes to planning policy and regulations.

Major concerns were: the disenfranchisement of local councils and democracy, the lack of protection of the
countryside, the increase in housing targets (why increase a target that hasn’t been achieved to an even more
unachievable target), the algorithm producing the housing target figures placed homes in the south and in rural
locations, which was completely at odds with the government’s aim of developing the north and expanding suburban
areas, laying the blame for a lack of house-building at the door of Local Planning Authorities (LPA), and generally
completely missing the point of the problem.

As one would expect, the questions raised within the consultation papers were geared towards agreement with the
proposals and did not permit a general comment. WKPS sent a letter to Robert Jenrick, Minister of Housing,
Communities and Local Government, and this is published on page 6.

Ten Kent MPs were signatories to a letter to the minister expressing their ‘deep concern’ and called the proposals
‘inherently unreasonable’ citing, among other matters, the impact on infrastructure and AONBs, the waste of time
and effort in developing Local Plans, many of which are in the latter stages of development, and the threat to
community trust.

Many LPAs and organisations ran the algorithms for housing targets in their areas and found the algorithm to be
fundamentally flawed (where have we heard that before?). Algorithms, as we know, cannot cope with individual
people, and nor can they cope with landscape and topography. Local Plans and local knowledge are key.

A recent press report indicates that the threat of a backbench revolt over the proposals has caused a climbdown, at
least in terms of ‘rebalancing’ the home building targets away from suburban and rural areas in the south to more
urban areas in the north and Midlands.

Peta Grant

Planning Committee Secretary



Barnstorming Development

| am fortunate enough to live in a home that has been part of the High Weald landscape for more than 500
years. And in all of that time occupants have been able to stand at the rear of the house and gaze down the
valley with a view unimpeded by any other building. Until this autumn that is. Suddenly, while walking the dog
in the fields behind, | saw a huge metal barn being erected. A quick check of the council’s website showed that
it will be a “steel portal frame building” with an “anthracite fibre cement roof with merlin grey pvc box profile
cladding”. It will cover 900 square meters with a further 100 square meters of hard standing — a total equivalent
to rather more than five tennis courts. And at slightly over 9 meters (30 feet) high it is unsurprising that it can
readily be seen for miles.

| am generally a supporter of farms and farmers. They provide the food | eat and | am well aware that the
Wealden landscape we revere has been formed by agriculture down the ages. We may bemoan the loss of
hedgerows and the nibbling away at woodlands; we may complain about the stink of newly spread manure or
the spraying of pest and herbicides but if we live in the country, that goes with the territory. | also appreciate
that farmers need barns in which to store equipment or, in this case, to dry Rye grass. All these factors accepted,
what | just can’t understand is why the local planning authority allowed its brutalist design or permitted it to be
situated in the middle of a field. It's a considerable distance from the nearest road, with access down a narrow
track, past a small settlement of homes including a magnificent half-timbered manor house. And plonked on a
bare hillside, it stands out like a sore thumb. Why not insist it was added to the collection of the farm’s other
barns nearby?

Well, the simple truth is that the planners had no say in the matter. Farm buildings do not generally require
planning permission — they are classed as ‘permitted development’ under the 2015 Town and Country Planning
Order. With only a few caveats, anything deemed to be ‘reasonably necessary’ for the purposes of agriculture on
a farm unit of at least 5 hectares is automatically allowed - up to 12 meters high and 1000 square meters in size.

This would seem an absurd anomaly. The very countryside so many of us seek to preserve can be despoiled
without the oversight of the planners or any democratic process. And the thrust of current government policy is
to make more rather than less development automatically permitted.

A slightly cynical friend remarked that | should welcome the barn on the basis that while the land is still being
farmed there is less danger of a housing estate on it. | console myself with the thought that, given a couple of
hundred years, the barn will probably blend into the landscape as my house does, having acquired the patina
of antiquity. Nonetheless, in the meantime, looking down my valley | do think that something precious has been
lost forever.

Kent Barker
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60 years old

The then-named Weald of Kent Preservation Society was formed in 1960, at the end of
a decade when the destruction caused by war had necessitated much new building, with
good results and bad ones. The bad included new destruction of historic buildings and
further erosion of fine countryside, not least in Wealden Kent.

Despite the vital Town and Country Planning Act of 1947, a huge late 1950s boom in
private housing and commercial construction was laxly regulated by both central and local
government, and fearful things were done. There was real rage and distress on some
people’s part — for example, when a number of old Tenterden buildings were destroyed
and others threatened, while the Sterling Chick hatchery was established at its grossly
inappropriate site at Bounds Cross, near Biddenden.

Nine irate, distressed and determined people attended the inaugural WKPS meeting in
the Red Lion, Biddenden on 18 March 1960. The most driving individual figure was the
then well-known composer, John Hotchkis, himself a Biddenden resident.

At that date, the admirable CPRE had long been working, but today’s powerful ‘Green’
movement would not be established for another decade. Well ahead of their time, the
WKPS founders were audacious and well organised enough to found a new type of
conservation body. Lacking both CPRE’s national standing and any single town or village’s
very localised loyalty, they boldly resolved to protect all the villages or small towns of the
five Rural District Councils who then administered what was rather arbitrarily classed as
the ‘Weald of Kent'.

Their success was dramatic. People had to be turned away from their first Public Meeting
because the hall could accommodate only 250. John Hotchkis, dynamic, inspired and
sometimes difficult, was a charismatic Chairman until 1981, while WKPS also enjoyed
the very warm support of Ashford’s MP, ‘Bill’ Deedes, for a further two decades and more.
Gradually, resentful obstructionism by some local Councillors and some Planning officers
was replaced by recognition and even a degree of mutual support. WKPS comments on
individual applications and wider planning issues were treated with respect.

Local government reorganisation in the 1970s, sweeping away Rural District Councils,
rendered WKPS'’s original boundaries harder to justify logically, under three new Borough
Councils. Nevertheless, with modest addenda, those boundaries, and local support within
them, have been retained.

Peter Allen
WKPS member since 1966



Environmental Land Management Scheme

“Public Money for Public Goods”

ELMS is planned to replace current agricultural
subsidy regimes from 2024 onwards. The principle of
ELMS is to pay farmers and landowners based on the
principle of “public money for public goods” and one
strand of the new proposals is to incentivise farmers
and landowners to increase public access to their
land holdings by the introduction of permissive routes.
This increased public access might be for any or all
of the following purposes.

a. Linking and enhancing the existing public rights
of way routes to improve the national and regional
network.

b. Creating local contained permissive routes in
certain areas such as village edges to provide
targeted benefits to a local population such as for
dog walking.

c. Creating high quality new leisure routes.

All of that sounds good until the
potential legal liabilities arising
from the proposals are
considered. An owner and/or
occupier of land owes a duty of
care to lawful visitors,
employees and trespassers on
his/her land.

Lawful visitors, such as footpath
users are protected by the
Occupiers’ Liability Act which
prescribes that a landowner
must ensure that such a visitor
will be reasonably safe on his
property. Failure to take
reasonable steps to manage the
condition of the ground, gates or
stiles could result in a public
liability claim.

Beyond that a duty of care is
imposed by statute to unlawful
visitors or trespassers to the
extent that any risk of which a landowner should be
reasonably aware must be managed taking into
account the likelihood of unlawful visitors becoming
harmed.

Immediately therefore the “great idea” becomes
unattractive.

Livestock are obviously a potential hazard and the
landowner is even liable for injury caused as a result
of an animal escaping, even if the escape arises from
a gate being left open by a member of the public.

Trees are recognised as potential hazards to
individuals who pass within falling distance and of
course falling trees or limbs often cause injury during
adverse weather. The landlord has a duty of care to
take reasonable steps to minimise these hazards and
regular assessment of trees by a competent individual
is a major undertaking.

The requirement to manage other general hazards
includes a test of reasonableness. Ponds are not
unusual features to find in rural areas and members
of the public have a general duty to take responsibility
for their own safety and that of young children. The
introduction of a new access route will certainly
require signage and fencing if

a hazard such as a
watercourse might attract
attention and could be

reasonably foreseen as the
source of harm.

Agricultural work must be
properly planned to identify
risks and a public liability claim
could result in prosecution and
financial penalty or a custodial
sentence.

Educational visits require a
written risk assessment and
increasing levels of liability
result in increased insurance
premiums.

Other downsides include
increased litter drop resulting in
costs for a landowner — whilst
the liability for clearing
contaminated substances rest with the culprit, in
practice the culprit is often unable to be traced leaving
liability for material removal with the occupier.

The inevitable lesson is that nothing is ever simple
and, whilst insurance is available, increased public
access is increased exposure to risk and the
insurance market is likely to react accordingly.

Michael Bax
Chairman



WKPS 60 Years On, Where are we Now?

WKPS was formed in the last century; that’s a scary few words right there!

Back in the 20th century things were somewhat different, as most of us probably know. Just imagine how much
work the founders would have had to do to oppose a planning application. With no computers or smart phones,
it would have been legwork and trips to the local council offices to view the paper documents comprising a
planning application. Move to the 21st century and it is vastly different, we can access any planning application
documents via a Local Planning Authority (LPA) website — absolutely no legwork involved, no reason to leave
the comfort of one’s own home — conduct all research on the web, check the LPA website for constraints and
Local Plan Policy, check Google maps for aerial shots and surrounding location, check Historic England for
Listed Buildings, check Natural England for Ancient Woodland, check KCC for public rights of way, then visit
the site armed with all the information one could possible need. By comparison it's a breeze.

Of course, the internet and social media platforms make it much easier for people to get involved and run
targeted campaigns in their local area against specific proposals. So, is it necessary for WKPS to continue its
work? Yes, it is! We have a voice and we are recognised by the LPAs.

Our founder members’ philosophy still stands today, which is to protect the Weald from inappropriate
development, and we continue to strive to achieve this, though under much more complex planning rules and
regulations. We are also up against the government’s target to build more homes anywhere and everywhere
with scant regard for actually constructing better homes in the right places.

Echoing the cry of the 20th century: We Need You! We need people to join WKPS, to become active members
and to help us in the work that we do. In normal years there are events that we run and events that we attend.
Become a member and join in with like-minded people who understand that development is necessary, but not
at the cost of ruining the Wealden landscape.

Peta Grant
Planning Committee Secretary

Update on Drones

Some good news: Some more controversial news:

*  WKPS was formed in the last Medical supplies: in
May 2020 it was reported that vital medical
supplies were being shipped to the Isle of Mull
four times per day. In April, while ferry services to
the Isle of Wight were curtailed, medical supplies
were flown by drone to the Isle of Wight's St
Mary’s hospital. (guardian.com)

* Military drones: Ben Wallace, the Defence
Secretary, announced that tiny drones weighing
only 191g are being tested by the Army. They can
be used for surveillance, and also in conjunction
with unmanned autonomous vehicles which have
the power to shift objects up to 3 tonnes.
(telegraph.co.uk)

A commercial drone sky highway “could open this
year”. (bbc.co.uk 24 September 2020) The 5-mile
corridor will be near Reading and will allow drones to
be flown beyond line of sight of the operator and to
share airspace with other aircraft. (Currently, the law
requires drones to be flown within visual line of sight
and to fly below 400 feet.) This sky highway will be
operated by Altitude Angel, an aviation technology
company with a mission “to unlock the potential of
unmanned aircraft to routinely fly in airspace all over
the world” (altitudeangel.com). Their spokesman
Stephen Farmer said, “We want to set up highways
in the sky around the UK, in the same way the rail
network was built”. So, this year a highway near
Reading; next year, maybe a highway over you...

David Carlisle



WKPS’ Letter to the Ministry of HCLG

Weald of Kent Protection Society
5 Castle Hurst

Bodiam

Robertsbridge

East Sussex

WI(pS TN32 5UW

3" November 2020

Rt. Hon. Robert Jenrick MP

Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government
2 Marsham Street

Westminster

London SWIP 4DF

Dear Minister,
PLANNING REFORMS 2020

We write on behalf of the Weald of Kent Protection Society (WKPS), a registered charity based in Kent
which has, for sixty years monitored and commented on planning applications submitted in the boroughs
of Maidstone, Ashford and Tunbridge Wells to influence well designed, good quality housing located in
sustainable locations which does not cause harm to the Society’s defined area of coverage; the majority
of which falls within the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) and other Special
Landscape Areas.

We have a number of points, which we would like to draw your attention to regarding the current
consultation on your White Paper ‘Planning for the Future’. WKPS has responded to this consultation and
to the ‘Changes to the current planning system: Consultation on changes to planning policy and
regulations’ document. Neither of these consultations allowed comment on the principles of planning
policy, and instead guided the respondent towards commenting on the detail only, even though the detail
is lacking. It is the principles that should be addressed before the detail.

The proposed policy promoting the idea of more growth in housing numbers where there is already
growth, will continue the current over-emphasis on the south-east, cuts across the Prime Minister’s No.1
aim of levelling up the regions, and would lead to further depopulation and deterioration of the North of
the country. Better by far to bring employment opportunities — and affordable, good quality housing —
to the North, by cross-country transport links and establishing public sector agencies and employment
opportunities there (this has demonstrably worked in the past with parts of the BBC and the British
Council moving to Manchester, HMRC to Liverpool and DWP to Newcastle). It seems to have been
generally accepted, by MPs, local councils that have worked through the numbers, and by organisations
such as CPRE, that the algorithm is faulty in this respect.

The current planning system is not broken. The elephant in the room, and which the White Paper hardly
touches on, is the failure of the big developers to deliver. It is generally understood that in order to keep
prices up, developers gain a lot of planning permissions but will not build out at a rate that might bring
prices down. There is a double-pronged answer to this: less private and more public building (more on
this below), and a hard-and-fast and very short time limit on starting a build, with no extensions, after
which the planning permission falls away; coupled possibly, for major developments, with a contract that
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states that if the build is not completed to a certain schedule there are major financial penalties (to
prevent simply ground-breaking then stopping). The suggestion of a buffer will simply be used as a get out
clause by developers not to build where they have existing permissions.

The suggested new Infrastructure Levy, is unnecessarily complicated and there is a danger that using it for
affordable housing (define affordable housing), possibly in kind, will end up, after protracted negotiation
with the developers, being instead of rather than in addition to the developer’s other commitments to
community projects. Greater freedom for how the local councils spend the Levy would be a positive result
for local people but increasing the threshold for affordable housing would be a backward step.

Fifty years ago, it was certainly true that the private sector was more efficient than the public sector but
that is not necessarily true today. The housing industry is today a well-known rip-off, with design and
build quality at the lowest possible level that they can get away with, not to mention the scandal of the
sold-on leases. At a time when government money will be getting increasingly tight you can no longer
justify the ‘subsidies’ paid to the developers to provide ‘affordable housing’ but which in fact has simply
been creamed off to pay massive unjustified bonuses to their top executives and yielded excessive super-
profits. Remove the net profit element and you can automatically build 20-30% more houses for the same
cost. The table below illustrates this point:

Could have
built for same
money
Net Profitas | Net Profit (without
% of sales £M last profit &
last 5 years year pre- CEO CFO excess
Company pre-Covid Covid Remuneration | Remuneration | remuneration)
Redrow 20% £320M £2M £1M 20% more
consistently homes
Vistry 16% £138M £2.8M £1.3M 17% more
(Bovis) consistently homes
Bellway 22% £500M £1.2M £1M 22% more
consistently homes
Barratt 15-20% £700M £3.6M £2.9M c18% more
homes
Berkeley 25-30% £500M £8M £8.2M At least 26%
(Chairman) more homes
Countryside | 18% £150M £2.6M £1.4M ¢c19% more
consistently homes
Persimmon 20-30% £800M 2019: £670K £633K ¢c25% more
homes
2018: Top 3 £90M c28% more
Directors homes
2017:Top 3 £102M €29% more
Directors homes
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We agree with your suggestion that all house building should not be carried out by the major house-
building companies and that SMEs should have a role, but sadly you don’t put forward any proposals as
how this is actually going to happen. We suggest that post Covid, the government’s priority should be
rolling out a new council-house building programme, building up the Councils’ own building capacity,
employing their own architects, trades and locally based SME building companies. This would create local
employment as well as providing the right environment for meaningful apprenticeships and would be far
more efficient in delivering the smaller scale schemes, including self-build, that you and local people
actually want and will support.

This brings in the greatest issue of all for Local Councils — funding. There is an argument for much greater
funding for the Local Councils for house building. Astonishingly, the White Paper suggests that the Local
Councils should be made to borrow to pay upfront for the infrastructure for major private developments
— why when the developers are awash with cash? More appropriately why not, as has been suggested
by government but not yet acted upon, let them borrow to build local council housing? The only real way
to make housing more affordable in the South is a major council-house building programme, together
with revitalising the North.

The White Paper places unrealistic expectations on the ability of data and ProTech to solve all the
problems. The emphasis on central control is worrying in the degree to which it undermines local
democracy and accountability. We already have good democratic engagement at the Plan-making stage
with NDPs and Local Plans consulting widely as part of the process. Both are already available online as
are interactive maps which have been widely consulted in the NDPs/LPs. The White Paper disenfranchises
everyone who is not a highly competent internet user. The number of recently completed Neighbourhood
Development Plans and Local Plans will deliver a great many locally approved schemes. Should a faceless,
unaccountable, central, policy-driven approach be followed there is no guarantee that their “Growth”
areas would, in fact, be built out and might simply provide big developers with an even larger land bank.

WKPS very much supports the protection of National Parks, AONBs, SSSIs, environmental and heritage
assets, Conservation Areas, the countryside and historic places, and using brownfield sites before
greenfield ones are considered. However, protection for these areas must go further than words alone, in
that the ‘protection’ should actually be seen to be applied in the grant or refusal of planning consents.
Currently, the protection afforded to these areas is not being seen in reality, and planning reform should
be meaningful and robust to preserve landscapes that, if lost to development, can never be recovered.
Ancient Woodland, veteran trees, trees and hedgerows are missing from the list of assets to be protected
and we request that this is rectified.

We are also supportive of the need for better local infrastructure. However, infrastructure must be an
integral part of the planning process not an add on at a late stage.

Of great concern is the disenfranchisement of local people in the planning process, the loss of democracy,
and the loss of local emphasis in the planning and decision-making process. This last fact has certainly not
been lost in the PM’s own constituency where a recent inappropriate development was rejected by the
democratic process.
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The White Paper and the planning reforms simply do not provide a solution to the house-building
problem. The government should be pursuing reforms that address the actual problem and this involves
defining the principles first, with the details being formulated thereafter.

Yours sincerely

Mr Michael Bax
Chairman

Copied to:

Helen Grant MP
Helen Whately MP
Damian Green MP
Greg Clark MP

helen.grant. mp@parliament.uk

helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk

damian.green.mp@parliament.uk

greg.clark. mp@parliament.uk

Gilian Macinnes, Head of Planning and Development, Ashford Borough Council —
gilian.macinnes@ashford.gov.uk

Stephen Baughen, Head of Planning, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council —
stephen.baughen@tunbridgewells.gov.uk

Rob Jarman, Head of Planning Services, Maidstone Borough Council — rob.jarman@maidstone.gov.uk

President: Peregrine Massey
Chairman: Michael Bax

www.wkps.org.uk

Secretary: Fay Merrick . .
01580 861246 / 07919871543 Registered Charity
Secretary@wkps.org.uk No 261992




One Thousand Years of Marden

The village of Marden lies in the
heart of the Weald about nine miles
south of Maidstone. The population
of 4,000 has risen from negligible
levels one thousand years ago and
continues to expand.

There has probably been a
settlement here since the
Bronze Age, but not until the
Romans left and the Jutes
divided up the Kingdom of
Kent into lathes or provinces,
including the great Wealden
Forest of Anderida, did
Marden get its name
Meredenne. This was a place
where the herdsmen from the
North Kent coast brought their
pigs in the autumn for
pannage (fattening up) on
acorns and beech mast, living
in temporary huts in the
clearings (the ‘dens’). By 1085
the Meredenne clearing had a
church (probably wooden),
mentioned in the Doomsday
Monochorum, and rebuilt in
stone in the late 12th century.

Meredenne (later Marden)
remained part of the Royal lathe of
Middletyne (later Milton, later
Milton Regis) until disposal by the
King in early C17.

The Parish of Marden is largely on
low-lying Wealden clay. The rivers
Beult and Lesser Teise form the
boundaries to the north and west.
The water table is generally high,
so water plays an important part in
the landscape with many ditches,
ponds and streams and related
flood zones.

Through the centuries Marden
developed as a farming village. For
hundreds of years timber, corn,
wool/clothmaking, wheat, hops and
fruit all took turns as the mainstay

of the village. Changes were
wrought by the market, by
competition, by accessibility and by
mechanisation. Many of the
buildings reflect the different eras,
for example the oasts and more

than 25 timber-framed Wealden

hall houses. Since 1950 the
Pattenden Lane light industrial site
has also developed as a source of
income alongside farming and of
course commuting.

A big change was the building in
1842 of the station on the new
South Eastern Railway Company
line from London to Dover. This
popular investment led to new
markets for Marden'’s produce. The
hop and fruit farms flourished.
There was an influx of families from
outside the area, so in ten years
the village became almost entirely
self-sufficient with a wide variety of
trades. This period is also
associated with the annual influx of
migrant hop and fruit pickers — still
a part of the village today.
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Alongside farming, sport has been
important in Marden and continues
to be so. Cricket has been played
here for more than 250 years. It is
recorded that in 1761 The
Gentlemen of Marden played the
Gentlemen of Tenterden and
in 1791 the Gentlemen of
Burwash. The Marden Hockey
Club was started with a Ladies
team in 1920, the Tennis Club
in 1932.

In 1860 the National School
took over from 150 years of

schooling by the church.
Then in 1894 the Local
Government Act created
Maidstone Rural District
Council and the Marden
Parish Council. There

followed some things we take
for granted: piped water in
1900, gas lighting in 1904, a
bus service linking with
Maidstone, Goudhurst and
Hawkhurst in 1913, a library in
1922, sewage works in 1933,
electricity in 1936 and the first
council houses in 1937. During
WWIlI 16 people died in two
bombing incidents and Project
Pluto went through the middle of
the village.

Since WWII the village has
expanded to 4000, with new roads,
housing estates, the Medical
Centre, double-yellow lines, bottle
banks — all essential features of
modern life! Meredenne (Marden)
continues to thrive.

David Northcroft



Benefits from the Pandemic

Just joking. To get your attention. There are no benefits.
However, there are collateral benefits, and these are
what | wish to tell you about.

Some six months ago in March there is an entry in our
diary “This is really happening!” And it did, and the result
was lockdown. People were concerned about going out,
how far they could drive, what is permissible and all the
other questions that we know so well. Our “problem”
was where we could take our Cairn Terrier for his daily
walk. We live a mile and a half or so from Bodiam
Castle, so one day shortly after lockdown we hesitantly
drove there, wondering if we would be stopped by the
police. Well, we weren’t. However, the gates to the
castle car park were closed, so we parked across the
road at the Castle Inn. Since then, some six months
later, we are still walking at Bodiam Castle. The Castle
Inn, which was closed to start, put up a sign that said,
“You are welcome to park here, but please take home
your DIRTY NAPPIES!” They were very accommodating
and we thank them for that. After a few months the
Castle was allowed to open its gates, and many, many
people have now taken advantage of that.

Anyway, that is just background. What we particularly
remember is watching the change of seasons from
Spring to Autumn during the six months, just like turning
the pages in a picture book. We visited about five times
a week, so were able to watch the progress in detail.
The first thing we noticed were the leaves. They were
not there, being March. Then the shrubs along the paths
started to green up, and the weeds took off. The grass
on the meadows then shot up in what seemed overnight.
The trees hung back for a while, then carefully opened
up their leaves. There were five trees along the main
path (I don't know the type) that refused to do anything.
We were concerned that they might be dead, but they
were just being cautious. By mid-April they had caught
up with the others.

The wildlife gave us many hours of entertainment. At the
start there were about fifty ducks, a pair of moorhens
and a pair of geese. We never saw a duckling (we think
they went elsewhere to raise their young), but the
moorhens had a clutch of four. They were busy little
birds, racing at a remarkable speed on their long, spindly
legs. They were not afraid at all, wandering in all
directions away from their parents. They would poke
around in the grass, then suddenly hurry back to Mum.
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Also, they could swim, so could take refuge in the moat
if there were too many children around. A few of these
children took a delight in chasing the birds, but the birds
apparently got used to it and would keep just out of
reach. Sadly, one day in May there were only three baby
moorhens. No indication as to what happened, but one
of the staff told us that crows would make off with the
little ones.

The two geese showed up with four babies one day, all
swimming in the moat. Unlike the moorhens the geese
were fiercely protective. They paddled side by side on
the water, with the parents on either side and the four
little ones between them. When they were out on the
grass having a feed, it was the same thing. One of the
parents was always on the alert, head well up and
scanning the area. If danger appeared (kids again) they
would hurry their children back to the safety of the moat.

The goslings grew at a rapid rate. In a month or so they
were getting to be big birds, maybe not quite the size of
their parents but getting there. In July they were thinking
about flying, running along waving their wings but not
getting airborne. Their parents would take them for a
family paddle in the moat circling around the castle.
Occasionally one of the goslings would attempt to take
off from the water with much paddling and splashing and
waving of wings, but no luck. They must have learned
how to fly, though, because one day in August they were
suddenly gone, never to be seen again.

| mentioned that the parents were very protective. This
was shown when a second pair of geese showed up one
day and decided this was a nice place to raise a family.
If either of the intruders got within fifty feet or so of the
children Dad would be after them, wings outstretched,
powering through the water with much spray, neck
outstretched and hissing. The intruder got the message
and swiftly went elsewhere, and they finally gave up and
disappeared one day.

And then there were the ducks, fifty or more. Most
mornings we were there just at opening time of 10:00.
Most days many of the ducks were hunkered down on
the grass on the entrance side of the castle, but every
now and then a few would be along the path, or
swimming in the moat. They look like little motorboats
with no obvious means of propulsion, although on a very
clear day we could see their feet paddling away.



Another animal whom we never saw but did see his
evidence was the mole. It seemed that almost every day
a new hillock of fresh brown soil would pop up. It is
impossible to estimate how many miles of tunnels there
are, but in one place we could follow the hillocks like
joining the dots, Wild guess — a thousand feet of tunnels
in this one area.

When the castle grounds were open again to the public
many, many families took advantage of this to come with
their children and have a picnic. The kids loved it. They
could run around and roll down the slope and generally
let loose. Some families started feeding the ducks, and
boy, did the ducks ever love it! They might start out with
three or four ducks around them, but the word would
quickly spread among the birds and others would come
running from all directions until a dozen or so would be
swirling around the people and squabbling over the
food.

As mentioned, there were a few of the children who
would chase the ducks. It seems that the ducks were
aware that this was the price to pay for free food. They
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could run quite quickly ahead of the kid staying just out
of reach. Very infrequently one would have to fly off, but
most of the time they just fled. They have quite a turn of
speed despite their awkward bodies and short legs.

Now Autumn is moving in. The meadow has been mown
and the hay baled. The grasses spread their seeds for
next summer. The shrubs with berries have a bumper
crop this year, and the conker tree is a menace with big
spikey things falling off it. | don't park under the conker
tree anymore. The river is barely a damp spot at the
bottom of a ditch. We will still be visiting, of course, to
see the castle up close through the rest of the year. The
mild exercise has done us a lot of good, and the peace
and quiet on some days was so lovely we wished we
could bottle it to open on Christmas Day. Thank you,
Bodiam Castle. Thank you Bodiam staff.

Walter Herbert Renwick
age 93



Fungi Foraging

Sadly our mushroom foraging event and lunch at the Fish Cafe in Rye had to be cancelled. We had a lot of
interest and so hope to be able to put on the same event next year. Paul Webbe kindly produced the following
article to whet our appetites. Ed.

Do you know your Charcoal Burner from your Beechwood Sickener? Or your Summer Chanterelle from your False
Chanterelle? It's that time of year again and it can be something of a minefield in the mushroom foraging world. At a
first glance, they can look pretty similar but if you delve a little deeper you will find that they have their different
characteristics, growing conditions and habitats.

As | child I used to pick field mushrooms and Blewits with my parents. That really was the extent of their mushroom
knowledge or maybe that was the only species they had confidence in picking. As with all food in the UK we have
come a long way from there. Mushroom foraging is now big business and a popular pastime for lots of people. There
is nothing more disheartening than arriving in the forest and seeing cut mushroom stalks knowing that someone else
got there first!

Whilst working as a junior chef in London, | was
fascinated seeing all the different varieties of
fungi arriving in the kitchen, not only that but the
money that they were worth.

After settling in East Sussex some twenty-five
years ago, | soon established my own hunting
grounds. We have introduced a lot of our
customers to foraging, but we still keep some of
our mushroom haunts a secret. | do not profess
to know all the fungi species, far from it, in the
UK alone we have 15,000 species. However, |
do know the species | like to eat and to use in
our restaurants, it's usually between 30 - 40
species throughout the course of the year.

Our mushroom calendar starts in April with the
arrival of St George mushrooms, Morels if you
are lucky. Throughout the summer, mushrooms
will come and go depending on the weather.
Normally with the first rains in late August there
is a growth burst of the Boletus species
including the Penny Bun, probably the most
revered of all mushrooms but not this year. With our long hot summer, they never materialised and now with the
cooler nights they will not appear in their normal numbers. Fear not, with all the rain that we have had this month
there should be an explosion of fungi, they will continue growing until we have frosty nights, even then they are
protected in dense forest.

e -

e THE WILD MUSHROOM

When first foraging, start with a couple of species you have confidence in and gradually build your repertoire. There
is a reason why certain mushrooms are called the Death Cap and Destroying Angel, so be cautious. As with all
foraging pick enough for yourself and leave some for nature. The mushrooms are the fruiting body of the mycelium,
which is the root structure of the mushroom, known to be the largest living organism on the planet. They are symbiotic,
responsible for breaking down all matter on the forest floor and providing enrichment for the trees. They play a major
part in our fragile ecosystem. Above all, have fun foraging and enjoy the fruits of mother nature.

Paul Webbe
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Nature Notes

Is your splatometer working accurately?

Car owners report that splatometer tests reveal a huge decline in insect numbers — up to 80% in some areas
over the last 20 years. But don’t forget that insects are an enormously broad and varied group of species —
some declining, some not, and many never even measured.

Drivers of insect population declines include habitat loss, climate change, over-exploitation and pollution and
these influences will vary year on year. Climate change undoubtedly affects insect populations, but one of the
most notable impacts comes from increased pesticide use. It is actually positive news to have demonstrated
that, because it does imply that reduced pesticide use could be effective to combat insect declines even in the
face of climate change.

Butterfly counts reveal that approximately two-
thirds of species groups have declined in number,
while a third have increased.

The conclusion has to be that many insect
populations are declining, and it is important to
remember that the term “insects” encompasses a
huge number of species. Insects are the largest
and most diverse group of animals on earth, with
more than a million species so far described (more
than half of all known living organisms), and
between six and ten million thought to exist in total.

There is still an awful lot to learn.

Michael Bax
Chairman

Maidstone Borough Council Local Plan Review

Public Consultation on their Preferred Approaches document.

The consultation runs from 1st to 22nd December 2020. Responses can be submitted via the MBC
website.

The Review is to allocate an additional 5790 residential units arising from the previous increase in
government requirements from 883 per annum in the existing 2017-32 Local Plan to 1236 per annum
in the 2022-37 Plan. MBC has accelerated the Review timetable to avoid yet another increase in
housing numbers proposed by the Government’s latest Planning Reforms. Two garden villages
remain in the consultation — Lidsing (north of the M2) and Heathlands (abutting Ashford BC). These
two proposals would contribute 2700 units for the Plan period. Since MBC’s previous publication in
June (covered in July’s Watch on the Weald) both Marden’s 2000 houses and the Leeds/Langley
garden village have been dropped. MBC’s strategy for modest increases in their five rail-station
villages and five designated Larger Villages, with little in the countryside remains intact. The numbers
for the WKPS area are: Staplehurst 127, Headcorn 127, Marden 113, Sutton Valence 100 and the
countryside 25.

David Northcroft

14



In these troubled times WKPS have been unable to hold any fundraising events, but thanks to
generous legacies from members we have financially managed to weather the storm. WKPS

now has a link on its website to make it easier to accept donations directly. We also hope that
you consider a charitable bequest to WKPS when you plan your estate.

WEALD OF KENT PROTECTION SOCIETY
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP — CHARITY NO 261992
Membership runs from 1st April — 31st March

Personal details: (Please use block capitals)

Name(s)

Address

Postcode Telephone

Email

I/we enclose a cheque in favour of Weald of Kent Protection Society for £15 Single/£20 joint subscription
or l/'we have paid by bank transfer to A/c 01754514, sort code 30-90-28 (please clearly state your full
name as reference)

Please send to WKPS Secretary, 5 Castle Hurst, Bodiam, East Sussex TN32 5UW
Email: Secretary@wkps.org.uk

GIFT AID

I would like the Weald of Kent Protection Society to recover the tax on my annual subscription or any
donation that | have made since the date below, or may make in the future. | confirm that the income
tax/capital gains tax | pay in the appropriate tax year will be at least equal to the tax reclaimed on my

subscription/donation(s).

Signature Date

STANDING ORDER INSTRUCTION TO Bank Plc

Address

| authorise you to pay Lloyds Bank, Tenterden 30-90-28 now and on 1st April each year The
Weald of Kent Protection Society Charity 261992 (A/c No 01754514) the sum of £
Until further notice my A/c No Sort code

Signature Date
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Events for 2021
Covid permitting

28th April Tour of Boldshaves followed by a talk by Marian Boswall
May Nightingale Evening at Mike’s

June AGM - Tenterden Town Hall

July Woodchurch wine tour, tasting and sharing platters
15th Sept Bridge afternoon tea

Oct/Nov Mushroom foraging followed by lunch at the Fish Cafe, Rye

Disclaimer

The views expressed in the articles reflect the author(s) opinions and are not necessarily the views of WKPS.
The published articles and all other content is published in good faith. Watch on the Weald cannot guarantee
and accepts no liability for loss or damage of any kind caused by any content. Content may not be, either
partially or in whole, reprinted or reproduced without written consent.

wKkps

The Weald of Kent Protection Society
Registered Charity: 261992

President: Peregrine Massey
Chairman: Michael Bax

Society Secretary: Fay Merrick
secretary@wkps.org.uk
Tel: 01580861246 / 07919 871543

Planning Secretary: Peta Grant
planning@wkps.org.uk

Article submissions & letters please send to Society Secretary
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